
Economic & Commercial Commission  
Meeting Minutes – July 29, 2019 

 
 

Members Present     Staff  Present 
Jay Walsh      Kimberly Clarke, Community Development 
Richard Osty      Kathy Congreve, Commission Secretary  
Paul Spass      Kevin Gomulka, Business Retention 
Dino Sanfillippo  
Dennis Reidy      Guests Present 
Dave Spedale      Drew Mitchell, Proj. Mgr.-Holladay Properties 
Chris Shoemaker     Lori Kappel, Proj. Designer-Holladay Properties 
Frank Williams 
Brian Potter       
 
Members Not Present      
Christine Obbagy 
       
 
Chairman Walsh called the July 29, 2019 Economic & Commercial Commission meeting to order at 6:27 
p.m. There was a motion made by Dennis Reidy, seconded by Frank Williams to approve the minutes 
from the June 10, 2019 ECC meeting; motion carried. There was a request made by Dennis Reidy to 
make a slight change to the agenda by adding an item 2b to discuss the proposed racino. There was a 
request made by Frank Williams to approve the agenda for tonight’s meeting with the slight change; 
motion was seconded by Richard Osty; motion carried. 
 
Introduction of Guests – Drew Mitchell introduced himself and Lori Kappel from Holladay Properties 
and said they are there to discuss a Transit Oriented Development at North Street. 
 
Introduction of New Commissioners – Everyone introduced themselves and gave a little background 
about themselves. 
 
Chairman’s Report –  
Jay mentioned that Patrick Hoban has left for another opportunity and that Kimberly and Kevin are there 
to help throughout the process. He explained basically what the ECC is all about and stated that the current 
objectives of the ECC will be emailed to commissioners. And he reminded that the meetings are recorded 
and made available to the public. 
 
New Business/Old Business – 
 
Encore Project: 
Kimberly mentioned that they have been talking with the Holladay team since December. It involves 
village-owned property known as the former Central Middle School property and also plays into the 
Harmony Plaza. There would be a land swap, of which she pointed out in some handouts. 
Kimberly turned the discussion over to Drew who mentioned that Holladay Properties, based in South 
Bend, has been around since 1952. He mentioned that what they’re looking to do is similar to a development 
project they did in Portage, Indiana. They did some studies and came up with a concept that would work 
for Tinley Park. They’re envisioning a similar type of demographic that they did for a recent project in 
Downers Grove next to their train station. There would be four buildings. Building one would be 
commercial on the first floor and would have a restaurant. All buildings would have residential rental units 
and there would be parking above and below ground.  
Drew mentioned that they have some concern over the Cook County taxes; Patrick accompanied them to 
visit the accessor’s office to better understand what the taxes would be. The project is called Encore 



Crossing and he expects it will create a more vibrant downtown. There was some discussion of a TIF for 
the project. Some commissioners expressed their concerns over tax breaks and parking and they were 
discussed. Jay pointed out the benefits of the project being the return on investment. 
 
Racino Discussion: 
A commissioner requested that the group discuss the pros and cons of having a racino in Tinley Park. 
Neighboring casinos, horse tracks, and other similar establishments were discussed. 
 
Staff Report – 
 
Kimberly: 
Kimberly stated that they are actively looking for a replacement for Patrick. In the meantime, any questions 
or concerns can be directed to her and that Kevin will also be taking on more responsibility and helping 
out. She passed out a handout regarding adult-use cannabis. Each community may decide whether they will 
allow recreational marijuana. They also have until October 1st to decide if they will impose up to a three 
percent tax on it. 
Kimberly gave updates on other projects. South Street got the MWRD permit and are hoping to start the 
foundation for Phase 1. Advis got their classification to take up the first floor of Springfort Hall. Panduit is 
working on finalizing Phase 2 of the property on Oak Forest and Ridgeland Avenues. Grants will be paid 
out to Tinley Park Dental and Ed and Joe’s for signs. Other grants requests will likely be covered at our 
next ECC meeting. 
 
Kevin: 
Kevin stated that he made/sent 47 calls and emails and had some in person visits. He received positive 
feedback on the police and fire departments. Some concerns he received were the tax assessments, and the 
racino and how that would affect the increased traffic; also the smash and grab burglaries.  
 
Comments from the Public – none 
 
There was a motion made by Dennis Reidy and seconded by Paul Spass, to adjourn the meeting. Vote by 
voice call. All were in favor. The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 


